MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING

OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF THE

CITY OF HAMILTON ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION

October 21, 2008
The Board of Directors of the City of Hamilton Economic Development Corporation held its regular board meeting on Tuesday, October 21, 2008 at 5:30 pm at City Hall located at 200 E. Main, Hamilton, Texas. Members of the Board of Directors present were Dorothy Harelik, Betty Jenkins, Helen Townsend, Tom Adams and Steve Watson. Also in attendance were Hamilton Mayor Roy Rumsey, Hamilton ISD Superintendent Sam Bell, HHS Principal Matt Dossey, HHS Teacher Siebert Ashby, Hamilton General Hospital Administrator Jim Shafer, KCLW Manager Kyle Phillips and Hamilton EDC Executive Director Jane Crouch.
In the absence of President Mike Collett, Vice President Dorothy Harelik called the meeting to order and introduced guests and board members, then welcomed the guests. The Minutes of the September 23, 2008 regular board meeting were approved, motion by Tom Adams, second by Betty Jenkins.

The vice president recognized Hamilton High School Principal Matt Dossey to present a proposal for funds for last year’s Health Careers and Research and Design courses. Dossey, supported by HISD Superintendent Sam Bell and Hamilton General Hospital Administrator Jim Shafer expressed appreciation for prior support of the EDC in establishing classes designed to encourage students to consider health-related careers and other fields that are based on high technology. He said that last year, 9 students completed the Health Careers class that prepared them for Certified Nurse Aide certification and 10 students completed Principles of Technology, now called Research and Design. Dossey suggested that the school might consider offering an Emergency Medical Services class in alternate semesters or years with the CNA class. Dossey also suggested that the EDC might be interested in providing its support following the class year, rather than in advance to better meet the school’s expenses to maintain the program. The board approved the request for reimbursement of last year’s classes in the amount of $9,967, motion by Steve Watson, second by Helen Townsend.
The vice president then recognized Kyle Phillips, local manager of radio station KCLW who presented several options for an advertising campaign to introduce Hamilton to individuals or businessowners in order to promote the attraction of business, market the community to people interested in re-locating or a travel destination, and encourage local business expansion. Board members present had no objections to a month’s trial of the project.
Board Member Tom Adams was recognized to report on research of the alternative sources of energy project of the EDC. He said that a representative of a company specializing in solar energy projects had been to Hamilton to discuss how solar could be beneficial to both government and individuals. Adams told the board that technology is still evolving, but that renewable energy can be beneficial. He told the board that, at a Texas Rural Innovator Forum meeting on energy in Bastrop recently, he and Crouch met others who are involved in alternative energy generation. Members of the board encouraged further research of the issue.

EDC Executive Director Jane Crouch was recognized to present an opportunity to re-locate the EDC and Chamber offices to the historic depot building. She told the board that the owners of the building suggested consideration of a project to lease part of the building after major renovations are completed. With no objection, the board members present asked the executive director to continue research of the proposal with the support of board members.

A request from Jennifer Ramsey, author of “A Lady’s Day Out”, for additional funds to add to the chapter on Hamilton was tabled.

In the absence of Board Member Larry Anglin, owner of Hometown Computing, Inc., the executive director reported that some concern had been heard about the EDC’s plan to upgrade the downtown wireless equipment because of the possibility it might distract from the advertising of free WiFi by several local businesses. The board agreed to table the project until further notice. 

Next month’s regular board meeting will be on Thursday, November 20.

There being no further business, the vice president adjourned the meeting.
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Helen Townsend, Secretary

