MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING

OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF THE

CITY OF HAMILTON ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION

May 21, 2009
The Board of Directors of the City of Hamilton Economic Development Corporation held its regular board meeting on Thursday, May 21, 2009 at 5:30 pm at City Hall located at 200 E. Main, Hamilton, Texas. Members of the Board of Directors present were Mike Collett, Helen Townsend, Larry Anglin, Steve Watson, Dorothy Harelik and Tom Adams. Also in attendance were Ken Craig, Robert W. (Slim) Witzsche, Dr. Randy Lee, Bill Adams and Hamilton EDC Executive Director Jane Crouch.
President Mike Collett called the meeting to order and welcomed guests. The Minutes of the April 14, 2009 regular board meeting were approved, motion by Helen Townsend, second by Dorothy Harelik.
The president recognized Dr. Randy Lee and Bill Adams, members of the City of Hamilton’s Airport Advisory Committee. Dr. Lee told the board about his investigation of a potential business that would locate at the airport and identified the problems of water and sewer. He pointed out the airport’s great assets: the 5,000 ft. paved, lighted runway, manager, fuel and loaner vehicle availability, local weather station and Hamilton’s central location. Adams recalled that the EDC has previously been involved in airport projects and asked that the board consider support of possible current projects. The president requested that Lee and Adams continue the provision of information and said that he at the appropriate time would place items on the agenda.
President Collett then recognized Ken Craig and Slim Witzsche to present a new project, Craig’s Produce and Nursery. They said that their new business, located about 10 miles north of Hamilton on US281,  is under construction and they hope to open in the next month. Craig said the businesses plan to hire as many as 20-25 employees, both full and part-time at competitive salaries that will enable operation from daylight until after dark. He also plans to purchase produce and merchandise from local farmers, artists and makers of craft items as well as from nationally known distributors. He said that in addition to marketing in print media, the business needs signage, paved parking and start-up funding. The president advised Craig and Witzsche that EDC Executive Director Jane Crouch will research the possibilities and work with them on a request to the board. 

The president recognized EDC Board Member Tom Adams to present a report of the EDC’s Downtown Revitalization Committee. He said that the committee recommends reimbursement funds for façade improvement to Nancy Anglin Yates Law Office, Randy Yates’ Insurance Office and Jim Crouch’s Law Office. On a motion by Steve Watson, second by Helen Townsend, the board approved the recommendation.
The board then considered a recommendation to the city council for re-appointment to new terms for EDC Board Members Betty Jenkins, Helen Townsend, Larry Anglin and Steven Watson. On a motion by Tom Adams, second by Dorothy Harelik, the recommendation was approved.

The board set its next meeting for Thursday, June 25.

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned.
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Helen Townsend, Secretary

