MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING

OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF THE

CITY OF HAMILTON ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION

June 25, 2009
The Board of Directors of the City of Hamilton Economic Development Corporation held its regular board meeting on Thursday, June 25, 2009 at 5:30 pm at City Hall located at 200 E. Main, Hamilton, Texas. Members of the Board of Directors present were Mike Collett, Helen Townsend, Larry Anglin, Steve Watson, Dorothy Harelik and Larry Anglin. Also in attendance were Ken Craig, Robert W. (Slim) Witzsche, Frank Craig, Brad Hughes, James Trawick, Colin Melton, Chamber of Commerce Manager Steve Almquist, Mayor Roy Rumsey and Hamilton EDC Executive Director Jane Crouch.
President Mike Collett called the meeting to order and welcomed guests. The Minutes of the May 21, 2009 regular board meeting, the June 2, 2009 Workshop Meeting and the June 16, 2009 Special Called Meeting were approved, motion by Betty Jenkins, second by Steven Watson.
President Collett then recessed the regular board meeting and convened a public hearing to hear public testimony regarding a request for financial consideration by Craig’s Produce and Nursery. Ken Craig was recognized to present the project. He said that the new business opened Monday 10 miles north of Hamilton on US281. Craig said that currently he has 17 employees. He told the board he’s purchasing produce, craft items and other merchandise from local farmers, gardeners, artists and craft makers. He said a film crew has filmed footage for commercials that will appear on Dish TV and Direct TV in the next few weeks. Frank Craig spoke in support of his father’s new business mentioning the generations of Craigs in business locally.
There being no further testimony, the president adjourned the public hearing and reconvened the regular board meeting.
Ken Craig was then recognized to present his request for funds. The board approved a loan with provisions requiring the maintenance of at least 10 fulltime employees at or above prevailing wages for comparable work in the Hamilton labor market with existing or expanded fringe benefits;the interest rate on the loan will be fixed at 3% for the duration of the loan; payment for the first year will be interest only to allow time for cash flow to be established; and, overall repayment period will be seven years, but there will be no penalty for early repayment.

The president then recognized Brad Hughes and James Trawick of Playbook Productions, a video production company. Hughes told the board that he’s a recent graduate of the University of Texas majoring in film-making. One of his projects at UT was writing the script for a movie. The script about a young man from a rural community that makes good as a bullrider was well received and he later circulated it among film professionals who urged him to actually produce it. Although not originally set in Hamilton, Hughes discovered Circle T and is now working on support for the production. He plans to assemble a crew of perhaps 25-30, a cast, a feature band and many extras. In addition to Circle T, sites would include town shots and many references to the City of Hamilton. The board took no action on the project.
The board heard a report on the Listening to Your Business seminar scheduled for Tuesday, June 30th. Crouch reported that 10 were on a registration list and more will be contacted. She credited the front page stories in the Hamilton Herald-News as vital to getting the word out.

Crouch then reported on the EDC ad in the Development District of Central Texas’ regional magazine that will be printed in August. She mentioned that distribution will be key to the success of attracting business and persons interested in relocating to Hamilton.

Board Member Larry Anglin expressed concern about the reduction in sales tax receipts this month as well as the loss of students in the Hamilton public schools.

The board set its next meeting for Thursday, July 23.

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned.
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Helen Townsend, Secretary

