Ever since Main Street came to town,
community members involved have
realized there has been a lot of confusion over what that has meant. We’ve
had a lot of questions we’d like to take
the time to address.
Is it a program to fix the streets?
Will you write us a grant and fix up
our building? Isn’t that the new beautification group? To start
off, we are not here to fix streets or write grants that are outside of
opportunities that benefit the entire community. We are a department
that is sponsored by the City of Hamilton and Hamilton EDC. Currently, we do not have our own funding and all costs are paid by our City
or EDC. We have a design committee that will do beautification, but
we also focus on economic vitality, promotion, and organization. We
are also sponsored by the Texas Main Street Program and Main
Street America. The nationwide program helps encourage our economic development by celebrating and sharing our local history.
There are 88 participating Texas communities. Each program is different as it works to fit the needs of that community. Our program’s
scope is a two-block radius around the courthouse and gained state
acknowledgement in eleven months.
Are you part of the Texas Historical Commission and are you
going to tell me what I have to do to with my building? Yes to
first, no to second. It is a branch off the Texas Historical Commission.
Business property owners within the district can receive free services
of design assistance offered by Texas Main Street architects. Several
property owners have already asked for guidance. So far, Texas Main
Street completed a case study of the Hamilton EDC’s Thompson
building, a preliminary report for one property owner, and a completed
report for another. Due to the pandemic, this process has been quite
longer than usual, but has been informative of explaining the history,
architectural, and even ADA recommendations. The reports do not
have to be followed but are beneficial to the property owners to relay
a plan to either the Hamilton EDC for the downtown improvement
grants or to the Hamilton Building and Planning department for building permits.
We already have a Chamber and an EDC. Is this really needed? The Chamber of Commerce is an organization of businesses that
seeks economic advancement for their community led through board
leadership. The Chamber has led many community events while
providing different packaged marketing services. In addition to membership funding and donations, the Chamber has been supported by
the city’s Hotel Occupancy Tax (HOT), which can be used to promote
tourism. General Chamber of Commerce information is available at
secure.acce.org/about/chambers-of-commerce/. Our Chamber of
Commerce’s website is hamiltontexaschamberofcommerce.com/.

Hamilton EDC is a Type B Economic Development Corporation,
which focuses on developing industries and cultivating communities.
There are limitations on what EDC funds can be used for. In general,
funds can contribute to land acquisitions, purchase of machinery and
equipment, construction costs, professional services related to a project, financial transactions, and administrative expenditures within the
city limits. More is here: comptroller.texas.gov/economy/local/typeab/. Hamilton EDC’s page is at: www.hamiltontexas.com/156/
Economic-Community-Development.
Main Street is a niche that meets in between the EDC and Chamber
services while also filling gaps between the City and EDC. It has a lot
of moving parts of project management, creativity, and community
leadership between four committees focused on economic vitality,
promotions, design, and organization.
What has Main Street done and what will it do for our community? Beyond state design assistance, Hamilton Historic Main Street
has achieved a variety of great accomplishments. Initial staff was
hired within two months of acceptance into the program and in time to
attend state training on the second day of the job. The Advisory Board
and committees have been formed, community and stakeholder surveys were conducted to get ideas, and months of planning accomplished the program’s work plan and goals. A Facebook page and
webpage have been developed, and brochures created with detailed
maps of the community. DowntownTX.org was established to archive
information and pictures of the 122 properties and serves as a free
platform for available business spaces in the district. We have applied
for opportunities to improve downtown sidewalks, hosted our first
event called “Imagine the Possibilities” and produced five awesome
videos showcasing Hamilton and available business properties.
We accomplished so much in such a short time that we received state
recognition in November 2020 and named a model startup program.
In February 2021, we received state accreditation acknowledgement
who is nominating us for national accreditation, the most prestigious
and accomplished status of Main Street communities. As the program
further develops, design plans, promotional events, and other activities will help make the program more visible to the community.
It’s only going to last a couple of years anyhow, isn’t it? That’s
the true question for this community: How long is Main Street here
for? To initially be a Main Street program, the city signed an agreement with the state to support the program for three years. The program has been extremely successful for many communities across
the state and the nation. The oldest in Texas have met 35 years or
more. This is a community-driven program and is supported by community efforts. It’s truly up to community volunteers, city and community leadership to make it work.
If you’d like to learn more or find out how you can help, visit the website at www.hamiltontexas.com/285/Main-Street or the Hamilton Historic Main Street Facebook page.

